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Solar Homes Program – Current offers

Solar for Apartments

$2,800 per apartment to 

install solar PV, up to 

$140,000 for buildings of 

up to 50 apartments.

Launched in February 

2024

Solar for Community 

Housing

Solar panel rebates of 

up to $1,400 are 

available for community 

housing organisations.

Solar panel rebates

$1,400 to install 

solar PV for eligible 

homeowners, including 

rental providers and 

those building homes.

Interest-free loans are 

also available.

Hot water rebate

$1,000 rebate to install 

solar hot water or an 

energy-efficient heat 

pump hot water system.

Solar battery loan 

Interest-free loan of up 

to $8,800, repayable 

over four years, to install 

a solar battery.

Visit

solar.vic.gov.au

Solar Victoria’s $1.3 billion Solar Homes Program is supporting Victorians to access 

affordable, clean and reliable energy.
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• The program helps existing Victorian strata buildings 

move towards electrification.

• Reduces cost of installing solar PV by providing 

rebates of up to $2,800 per lot for buildings of up to 50 

lots (max $140,000 per owners corporation).

• Funding available for 10,000 households (inc. renters).

• Targeted to low- and middle-income Victorians (via 

threshold on median apartment value).

By adopting solar, an average apartment 

household could save up to $500 a year on 

electricity bills.

Jointly funded by the Victorian and Commonwealth Governments.

Solar for Apartments
Full eligibility at:

solar.vic.gov.au/

apartments
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Challenges to installing on apartment buildings

• Solar uptake on apartment buildings 

significantly lags that of detached homes.

• The 12.1% of Victorians that live in flats or 

apartments are at risk of being left behind in 

the energy transition.

• Most vulnerable are renters (63% of apartment 

households) and low-income residents.

• Overcoming barriers to installation will 

help strata residents equitably access 

affordable and clean renewable 

energy.

Barriers to uptake

Physical 

constraints

Roof 

ownership

Strata

approvals

Up-front

cost

Access

to finance

Time and 

effort required

Technical

constraints

Industry capacity 

and capability
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Intent of the Solar for Apartments program

The Program provides short-term 

government support to promote 

the benefit and demonstrate the 

viability of solar on apartments.

Strong financial 

incentive

Directly 

overcome 

upfront costs

Motivate owners 

corporations 

(OCs) to act

Activate solar 

retailers and 

strata managers

Protecting consumers and industry 

through Solar Victoria’s audit, 

safety and quality requirements 
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Insights from program design and delivery

Align the application 

with OC decision-

making process

OCs were reluctant to 

vote until they had 

assurance of access to 

the rebates. 

A two-step application 

process was used to 

provide eligible OCs with 

‘pre-approval’. 

The pre-approval 

encourage owners to 

support the PV project.

Create a sense of 

urgency for OCs to 

apply and vote

To build momentum for 

OCs to apply and pass a 

special resolution: 

• Program funding is 

offered in time-

limited rounds;

• OCs have 70 days to 

finalise their 

application after 

being assessed as 

eligible.

Apply rebate as 

point-of-sale 

discount

Rebate is paid to solar 

retailer after installation.

OCs only need to pay 

out-of-pocket costs.

This avoids the need for 

OCs to raise significant 

levies or obtain bridging 

finance – which can 

deter some owners.

Allow common area 

supply to address 

split incentive

Funded systems can 

supply common areas 

with no more than the 

equal amount of solar 

energy available to each 

residential lot.

This incentivises rental 

provider participation 

while prioritising energy  

supply to residents.

Be open to new 

technologies

The viability of solar on 

apartments can be 

improved with solar 

sharing technologies.

The program is flexible 

to allow novel sharing 

arrangements to be.

Solar Victoria works 

closely with regulators to 

ensure protections are in 

place for consumers and 

industry.

$
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Program uptake to date

45%

of households 

receiving funding are 

rental properties

76%

of project costs 

covered by the 

grant, on average
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Project 

characteristics

1.47kW

per lot average 

installed capacity. 

28kW average 

total system size.

$869
average out-of-

pocket cost per 

household

80%

of projects opt for 

solar sharing 

technology

19 lots

per building, on 

average. 67% 

have 3 storeys or 

less.
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Thank you
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