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Australia #1 Swimming Pool Heating Market in the World 
The APVI reports that Australia is the largest market for solar swimming pool heating 
in the world by population1, and the third largest market overall2; two of a number of 
key market stats from the report ‘Solar Heat Worldwide 2021’, released today by the 
International Energy Agency Solar Heating and Cooling Programme.  

The report covers the major solar thermal heating systems and technologies for 
residential, commercial and industrial applications including solar district heating, 
solar industrial heat, swimming pool heating, solar air heating systems, PV2heat 
(using photovoltaics to heat water), and trending photovoltaic thermal (PVT) - a 
hybrid system for heat and solar electricity. 

Australia stays solidly in the Top 10, for both world solar thermal markets3 and 
installed solar thermal capacity and capacity per population4, and leads for 
swimming pool heating. The large market for pool heating in Australia is a natural by-
product of the desire to lengthen the outdoor swimming season in Australia’s 
relatively warm climate compared to many other countries.  

Tom Boadle, Managing Director of Australian pool heating technology company 
Sunbather expands on the enormous take-up of pool heating in this country, “Pool 
heating markedly improves swimming conditions and also has the economic and 
environmental benefits of lower energy consumption and costs. In addition, more 
than 80% of solar pool heating systems are manufactured in Australia, providing jobs 
as well as an improved lifestyle for Aussie swimmers.”   

The APVI also reports PV2Heat is emerging as a new water heating product and that 
a revised Australian Standard for heated water systems being launched today 
includes that technology. Ken Guthrie, who is Chair of the CS028 Standards 
Committee and represents the APVI on the IEA Solar Heating and Cooling Executive 
Committee notes that “as PV water heating is increasing worldwide, its inclusion in 
the revised ‘AS/NZS 4234 Heated water systems - calculation of energy 
consumption’ Standard is a world first that will allow manufacturers and consumers 
to evaluate the costs and benefits of this water heating technology”. 

Solar heating in Australia is not limited to small-scale rooftop applications; A 37 
MWth large scale solar thermal plant (the second largest solar heating for industrial 
process application in the world) is operating at Sundrop farms in South Australia5.  
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The IEA’s Technology Collaboration Programme was created 
with a belief that the future of energy security and sustainability 
starts with global collaboration. The Australian PV Institute, 
with support from ARENA, leads Australia’s engagement in the 
IEA Solar Heating and Cooling (SHC) program and works with 
its members to increase the uptake of PV through quality 
research, data and analysis.  
 

https://www.iea-shc.org/Data/Sites/1/publications/Solar-Heat-Worldwide-2021.pdf 
 
Contact: Ken Guthrie, media@apvi.org.au, 0412 178 955 
 
About the APVI 
  
The Australian PV Institute is a not-for-profit, member based organisation which focuses on data 
analysis, independent and balanced information, and collaborative research. Our objective is 
to support the increased development and use of PV via research, analysis and information.   
The APVI promotes solar through its live solar mapping platform [http://pv-map.apvi.org.au], the 
national solar research conference and Australia’s participation in two International Energy Agency 
(IEA) programs – PVPS (Photovoltaic Power Systems) for solar photovoltaics and SHC (Solar 
Heating and Cooling), concerned with new solar thermal products and services. 
 
www.apvi.org.au  


