
 

 

APVI Annual General Meeting 2020 
7th Dec 2020 10:00-11:00am AEDT (9:30am Adelaide) (7:00am Perth) 

By Zoom  

Attendees  

Members in attendance 

1. Chris Fell, CSIRO 
2. Mike Roberts, UNSW 
3. Rob Passey, UNSW/ITP Renewables 
4. Ken Guthrie, Sustainable Energy Transformation 
5. Alison Dunbar, Dunbar Conferencing 
6. Glen Ryan, Sunovate 
7. Linda Koschier, Epho 
8. Muriel Watt, Australian PV Consulting/ITP Renewables 
9. Nathan Chang, Solinno 
10.  Renate Egan, UNSW 
11.  Annie Ngo, ITP Renewables 

The meeting commenced at 10:05am AEDT with Chris Fell as Chair and notes taken 
by Annie Ngo. There were no apologies and recording of the meeting was consented. 

Previous Minutes 

The minutes from the 2019 AGM minutes were noted as available in dropbox, 
previously shared as a draft in March, and confirmed as a true and accurate account 
(Moved by Rob Passey and seconded by Ken Guthrie). 

Chair’s Report 

The Chair presented the 2020 report (refer Appendix 1).  

Members discussed the newsletter as a valuable communication medium that 
provided members with more detailed information than social media could. The 
Chair’s Report was accepted (Moved by Ken Guthrie and seconded by Rob Passey) 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s report was presented (refer Appendix 2). The following is a summary 
of remarks made by the Treasurer and ensuing discussion: 

• Net result of $8k loss – due to loss of large organisations and several small 
ones as members.  

• Despite this, Treasurer’s view is the value to members has never been higher. 
• Treasurer noted results are for operating accounts only, and exclude the 

project accounts. 
• Treasurer observed in the audited statements the line item on income tax is an 

error, due to most income being non-taxable.  
• Insurance costs have increased due to higher project revenue. Treasurer is 

making enquiries into ways to cover next year’s insurance cost but it was noted 
that can be recoverable as admin charges from some projects. 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted (Moved by Renate Egan, seconded by Ken 
Guthrie pending resolution of income tax result). 

Appointment of auditor 

WC Accountants proposed to continue as auditors. Moved by Rob Passey, seconded 
by Ken Guthrie.  

Voting by poll 

The vote on Board re-election and the constitution were done by Zoom poll 
instigated by the Chair with one vote by per member managed simply through a 
discussion at the time of who would vote on behalf of the large organisations 
present. 

Election of Board  

Chris Fell, CSIRO and Annie Ngo, ITP Renewables were unanimously re-elected to the 
Board (7 votes in affirmative). Office bearers to be confirmed at the next Board 
meeting.  

Special Resolution to abolish the existing constitution and replace it with a new 
version  

The Chair recalled discussion at last AGM regarding the ongoing efforts to resolve 
ambiguities in the APVI constitution. A suggestion had been made to consider the   
template constitution from the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission, 
to provide the basis for a new version. This has been adapted to our needs over the 
past year, and the opportunity to refresh the Principal Purposes has also been taken.  
The new version has been shared with members in various forms for the past few 



months. The motion to abolish the present Constitution and replace with new 
Constitution was passed with 8 votes in the affirmative.  

Other business 

There was no other business.  

Brief overviews of 2020 activities  

IEA activities. Ken Guthrie presented on active tasks under the PVPS and SHC 
streams. The ensuing discussion noted interest Australia wide, significant activity and 
the potential for media coverage to raise the profile further. 

PV in Australia report. Linda Koschier presented the latest statistics and noted the 
slides could be shared given lack of time to present them all.  

Closing Remarks 

The Chair recognised the efforts of those involved in the organisation of APSRC, 
which was attended by ~50-60 people in Sydney, a smaller group in Melbourne and 
100 people online. Renate expressed thanks to the Chair for taking on the Chair role, 
for his leadership and for taking the organisation in a new direction. 

 

Meeting closed at 11:05 AEDT. 
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Appendix 2  

 
Treasurer’s Report 2019/20 

 

Financial operation of the APVI 
 
Auditing 
All the APVI accounts and financial transactions have been independently audited by WCA 
Chartered Accountants in Lismore. The audit reports have been sent to the APVI Board and are 
currently being reviewed before being signed off by the APVI Board and then by the auditor. Since 
1 July 2014 the APVI has been using a bookkeeper and MYOB. 
 
Financial Statement 
The APVI’s breakdown of income and expenses for the Operational account for each year from 
July 2009 to June 2020 is on the following page. It does not include projects funded by government 
bodies where all the funding must be spent on project-related costs, nor does it include the APSRC 
because income and expenditure are very ‘lumpy’ and each conference spans two financial 
years.  

Also on the following page is a screenshot of the auditor’s P&L for the year. This combines the 
‘Operational’ figures reported here with the project financials. 
 

Financial outcomes 
The net result for the Operational account is a small loss of just over $1,791 for the year 2019/20. As 
at 30 June 2019 the APVI had, in its Operational account, $89,554, and as at 3 Dec 2020, had 
$96,602. Note that these figures don’t include GST that may be owed by or to this account.  

 

The main changes from the previous financial year are: 

- Membership is down by $8,078, mainly due to the loss of large organisation members. 
- Interest income decreased mainly because interest rates are lower. 
- Website costs were about $3,280 higher because of the development of the new APVI 

website. 
- Insurance costs increased because the APVI had a significant increase in project-related 

revenue. 
 

Rob Passey 
Treasurer 
Australian PV Institute 
3 Dec 2020 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 


